FUNDRAISING GUIDE

ABOUT US
Group B Strep Support (GBSS) is a UK charity working to stop group B
Strep infection in babies. We educate new and expectant parents,
doctors, and midwives about group B Strep (GBS) and provide
information and support to affected families.
We would like all pregnant women to be informed about group B Strep
and to be offered the opportunity to be tested for group B Strep carriage
as part of their antenatal care.

WHAT IS GROUP B STREP
Group B Strep is the UK's most common cause of life-threatening
infection in newborn babies, causing meningitis, sepsis and pneumonia.
On average, in the UK:
• Two babies a day develop a group B Strep infection
• One baby a week dies from group B Strep infection
• One baby a week survives group B Strep infection with disability

WHAT DO WE WANT ?
1. More information for parents
Every pregnant woman to be given information on GBS as a routine part of her antenatal care.
2. Accurate testing
Accurate testing for GBS carriage to be freely available in the NHS at the request of pregnant women and their health professionals. Until
these tests are freely available, all pregnant women should be told that they are available privately or directed to the GBSS website to find out
more.
3. Intravenous antibiotics
Every pregnant woman whose baby is at higher risk of developing GBS infection to be offered intravenous antibiotics in labour until delivery.
4. Information for health professionals
Every health professional involved in maternity care to be informed about group B Strep.

HOW YOUR MONEY HELPS
Information about group B Strep and group B Strep specic testing is not routinely provided in the NHS. Charity Group B
Strep Support, founded in 1996 educates new and expectant parents, doctors and midwives about group B Strep and
provides information and support to affected families.

£500
Funds 5,000 patient
information leaflets for new
and expectant parents.

£2,000
Enables us to attend a one-day
medical conference. Including a stand
from which we distribute information
packs and talk to those working in
maternity and neonatal care.

£20,000
Covers the charity’s operations
for one month. During this time
we respond on average to more
than 1,200 helpline enquiries,
from families and health
professionals.

ORGANISE YOUR
OWN EVENT
Fundraising is a challenge in itself, but it can be fun and very rewarding
if you plan it right. Here are a few simple steps to a successful event:
1
2
3
4

Decide what type of event you want to organise
Choose where to do it and when
Ask family, friends and colleagues to help you
Invite everyone you know to attend

A wide range of award-winning new
homes in desirable locations in the state,
from studio apartments through
to six
Don't forget
- find out if your employer has a matched giving scheme and ask them to
bedroom mansion houses
match all or part of what you have raised
Taking part in an event is a great way to raise money
and to have some fun.
Remember, sometimes the easiest way to fundraise
is to do something you already love or are good at.

www.gbss.org.uk/events

FUNDRAISING
IDEAS
Whether it’s a Skydive, a Tough Mudder or something
entirely new. We say go for it! Check out our Challenge
Events and push yourself to the limit while raising funds
to protect newborn babies.
From 5k runs and adrenaline obstacle races - no matter what your fitness goal is, we’ve got an event
you and
yourof
family.
Whatever you decide
Aforwide
range
award-winning
new to do, we will provide all the support you need, with
fundraising
tips and advice,
and materials
and
training plans.
homes
in desirable
locations
in the
state,

from studio apartments through to six
Charity head shaves have long been a popular way
bedroom mansion housesof raising money for good causes. The idea is very
simple and a great way to attract publicity and raise
awareness.

Whisks at the ready, let's bake!
If you love baking, then a Big GBSS Bake Sale might
be the event for you. Whether you take part at home,
work or school, it’s a great and easy way to get
involved.
www.gbss.org.uk/events

TOP TIPS
1
PLAN YOUR EVENT
It is better to start
sooner rather than
later. If you are doing a
group event, then get
everyone involved to
help organise it.

2
LET US KNOW
Tell us about your event
and we will be able to
provide additional
materials to help you. We
love hearing about
fundraising events.

3
TIMING IS KEY
Make note of any
holidays or events in
your area and work
around them in order to
gain as much support
from people as possible.

6

5

4

THANK YOUR SUPPORTERS

MAKE DONATING EASY

GET PEOPLE INVOLVED

Tell them how the money they
helped you raise will make a
big difference.

Creating a JustGiving page for
your event using to make it easy
for your supporters to donate. You
can email everyone the link, and
share on social media. If the first
donation is high, others tend to
donate more too.

Talk to people about your event
and ask them to support you.
Social media is a great way to
involve people and will save you
time. For larger events, contact
the media in your area.

PLANNING
1

2

INSURANCE
While you will want to focus as much
energy into raising money, it is equally
important to arrange adequate
protection against the unforeseen such
as cancellations, injury and damage to
either property or persons to protect
you against risks.

If you’ll be selling food at
the event, make sure you
read the Foods Standards
Agency guidelines – visit
www.food.gov.uk.

6

5

4

FIRST AID

DATA PROTECTION

PUBLIC COLLECTIONS,
RAFFLES AND LOTTERIES
If you are holding these events,
please contact us as you may need
a licence.

FOOD

3

If you have lots of people
attending your event, please
make sure you have first aid in
place. You can get advice from
www.sja.org.uk or
www.redcross.org.uk.

PERMISSION FOR PHOTOS
Please ask permission before
taking any photographs and, if
your event is in a public place,
make sure you have permission
from either the local authority or
the property owner.

Only collect data you need for your
event and make sure that it is kept
safe and you do not share it.

It’s vital you make sure your event is safe and within the law for everyone involved. Please visit www.institute-of-fundraising.org.uk for advice.

BRANDING
Promotional materials
GBSS can provide you with promotional materials like
banners, badges, stickers and balloons to give your
fundraising event a bit of extra sparkle. Please get in touch with us at
info@gbss.org.uk or call us 01444 416176
We like to show our appreciation to those who fundraise for us, so we offer one of our
fabulous T-shirts to each fundraiser who pledges to raise £100. You can also order tshirts from our online shop.
A wide range of award-winning new

homes in desirable locations in the state,
from studio apartments through to six
bedroom
mansion
houses
Using
the GBSS
Logo

Group B Strep Support name and logo are extremely important to
us. If you want to use our logo on your own promotional materials,
please contact us first so we can advise you on using our branding
and supply you with high resolution logo files.
If you are not using the GBSS logo on your materials, please state:
Raising funds in aid of Group B Strep Support. Registered charity
number 1112065 (England and Wales)

SPREAD THE WORD
THE MAIN REASON PEOPLE GIVE
IS
SIMPLY BECAUSE SOMEONE ASKED

We'd love to hear how you have raised funds for Group B Strep Support. Tell us your story, share your pictures
and help inspire others. If you want to contact your local newspaper to tell them your story,
we’ve already prepared a template press release you can use so, if you would like it, just get in touch.

MAKE THE MONEY YOU RAISE GO FURTHER
Online Fundraising
JustGiving fundraising pages enable you to raise money both online and offline – it’s an easy and quick way to collect
money from your donors. You can set up an online page at www.justgiving.com/gbss and also a special text-to-donate
code for your event (remember to add it to any materials you have printed). It’s very easy to share the page with your
friends and family and the code via email and social media sites. It’s easy for everyone!

Gift Aid
If your donors are UK taxpayers, please remind them to tick the Gift Aid box
when they make their donation. This means we can reclaim the tax through
the government’s Gift Aid scheme, which will make their donation go even
further.
For example, on a donation of £10, we can claim back 25% (£2.50) in tax. It
really is free money!
Matched Giving
Check to see if your employer operates a Matched Giving Scheme – if they do,
this can as much as double the amount you raise!

www.gbss.org.uk/events

SENDING US THE MONEY YOU RAISED
Congratulations - you did it!
Unless you used a website to collect donations, such as Justgiving.com, then you’ll have to collect the funds you’ve
raised.
Ways to pay
Please do not send cash through the post. Wherever possible encourage people to write cheques made payable to the
‘Group B Strep Support’ and forward them to us at the following address: PO Box 203, Haywards Heath, West Sussex,
RH16 1GF
If you receive cash or cheques payable to yourself, bank them and then
write a cheque to Group B Strep Support for the full amount. We can also
provide you with our bank details to enable you to pay funds directly into
our account.
If you have paid money from sponsors into your own account and would
like to pay by credit or debit card – call us on 01444 416176 and you can
pay over the phone.
However you send your money to us, please let us know details of the
fundraising/event so that we can credit the money that comes in to your
fundraising activities. All donations should be accompanied by a contact
name, address and telephone number in order for us to acknowledge your
donation. Once we have received the money you have raised , we will send
you a certificate to show our appreciation.

OTHER WAYS TO HELP
If joining or holding you own event isn’t for you, there are other of ways
that you can make a donation to help us continue our vital work.
Here are just some of the many ways in which you can get involved and
raise funds for Group B Strep Support.
For more information please visit our website
http://gbss.org.uk/campaigning/gbss-fundraising/ways-get-involved/
If you can’t find what you are looking for then please do get in touch,
we’d love to help.

Give as you live

Charitable Giving

THANK YOU
We are thrilled that you want to
fundraise for Group B Strep Support. If
you would like to find out more about
how you can get involved in any event or
about how you can fundraise in other
ways, please contact:
Jane Grout
jgrout@gbss.org.uk
01444 416176
PO Box 203, Haywards Heath RH16 1GF
Registered charity number: 1112065 | Registered company number: 5587535

