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Rationale for this project
• Evaluation of a new service, not routinely offered 

elsewhere in the UK

• Ensure we are providing excellent information and 
support to the women under our care

• It is important to assess the acceptability of this 
method of screening for pregnant women



Methods 

• July-September 2014 (approx. 4 months after screening introduced)

• Self-administered (or with interpreter help), 2-sided, paper survey

• Voluntary and confidential

• Distributed to women at antenatal clinics in both Northwick Park and 
Central Middlesex at around 35 weeks gestation after screening

• No patient identifiable information collected

• Survey reviewed by Plain English team for clarity





Results
• 98 completed surveys were returned, vast majority complete

• 1 half-completed- useable answers included in analysis

• All percentages given are of 98 responses

• All answers mutually exclusive unless stated



43%
57%

Yes No

Had you heard about GBS before today?



The screening leaflet

• 80% received a GBS screening leaflet in a language they
understand

• 83% felt it was fairly or very easy to understand

• 91% felt they had enough information to make a decision
about screening

• >92% had all their questions answered by staff



Where would you go for more information?
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How did you feel about having the test?

•“Easy”
•“Uncomfortable”
• “It was fine”
• “A bit difficult/awkward/not sure I did it correctly”
• “A little embarrassing”



Who would you prefer took the swabs?

Myself
62%

Midwife
22%

Don't 
mind
15%

Blank 1%



Would you have it again?

88%
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Do you feel you understand what it means for you 

and your baby if you carry GBS?



Do you think all women should be offered 

screening for GBS?
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Conclusions
• Acceptable, fairly easy but a little uncomfortable

• Majority would have it again and feel it should be 
available to all pregnant women

• Choice of who performed the swabs was appreciated

• Most felt they understood what a positive result 
would mean



Next steps

• As a trust 

• Areas of good practice and areas to optimise

• Post delivery evaluation

• Disseminate our experience of GBS screening more widely
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