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GBS

« Early onset (0-6 days)

« Late onset (7-90 days)




Features of early vs late onset GBS

Early onset Late onset
« Sepsis 63% « Sepsis 41%
 Pneumonia 26% * Pneumonia 8%
* Meningitis 11% * Meningitis 43%
* Focal infection 0.6% * Focal infection 7%

Heath et al, Lancet , 2004:363:292-94




Presenting signs and symptoms

Can be very subtle

— Feeding difficulties

— Vomiting

— Abdominal distension

Tachypnoea/ Apnoea/ respiratory distress
Floppy/ inactive/ not responding

Temperature instability

Signs of hypoxic ischaemic encephalopathy (HIE)
Seizures

Shock




Mortality increases with decreasing
gestational age

Birth Incidence/ 1000 Mortality (%)
weight (g) |livebirths (95%Cl)
<1500 11.02 (8.28-14.38) | 15.3

1501-2499 |2.94 (2.34-3.65) |13.2

>2500 0.51 (0.45-0.58) |6.4

A\l 0.73 (0.66-0.80) 9.6

/% of survivors have some disability
Heath et al, Lancet, 2004;363:292-4
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GBS and prematurity

Theo Plumb
19-20 March 1996
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Thank you to all the parents who
shared their stories




